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February 26, 2020 

To: Parents and/or Guardians of Hellgate Elementary Students 
Fr: Douglas Reisig, Superintendent 
Re: Coronavirus and School District Response 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Just like many of you, I am attempting to monitor information about the coronavirus situation 
across our world, our nation, and, of course, our state and local community. As of today, there 
are no known cases of coronavirus in Montana, let alone Missoula. That is good news. But, 
recently, the Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommended that parents contact their child's 
school to see what plans, if any, the school has, or is making, in case an active case of 
coronavirus does develop in the Hellgate Elementary school population, staff and/or students. 

On the surface, the easiest solution for the school district is to say we are going to shut down the 
school district for two weeks until the coronavirus "runs it course". Unfortunately, if another 
coronavirus case develops in another student during that time, the two week cycle would begin 
anew. This type of response could send the school district into an extremely long period of 
inactivity for our students which I believe to be unacceptable. 

The solution I like is one where the school district develops a tele-school instructional delivery 
format in anticipation that an active case of coronavirus does develop. What that means is that 
the school district would close (for students) and the school district would adopt the 
"separation/isolation" process that the CDC recommends in order to physically keep our students 
away from each other. But, the school district would also attempt to conduct school for our 
students through a tele-school format - all lessons, conversations, lectures, video conferencing, 
and homework discussions, etc. would be conducted using the school district' s technology tools 
for the broadcast, delivery, and transmission of information, especially in Science, English, 
Mathematics, and Social Studies. 

All third through eighth grade students would be given access to their individual school ipads as 
well as their textbooks. All lessons, assignments, and homework efforts would be electronically 
transmitted back and forth between our teachers and students to continue the learning process. 
For our younger students, in grades kindergarten through second grade, they would have access 
to their textbooks and the school district would also use the district's technology tools to transmit 
lessons, conversations, lectures, video conferencing, and homework discussions, etc. For 
parents, this would mean that the home must have internet capability to receive the school 
broadcasts or have access to some other area to receive the broadcast information. Hopefully, 
this type of education format would only be needed for a short period of time. But, at least, from 
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the school district's standpoint, some degree of educational opportunity would continue for our 
students. 

The real issue for parents is, of course, child care if the school district needs to shut down as a 
result of the coronavirus development. As I mentioned previous, there are no known coronavirus 
cases in Missoula. But, it would be wise to develop a plan for child care in the event the school 
district, as well as many other Missoula community gathering areas, needs to shut down. 

Just so you know what we are currently doing, from a school campus environmental cleanliness 
standpoint, I have met with the custodial/maintenance department and all school administrators 
and stressed, in the strongest of terms, that we need to pay extra attention to our cleaning 
protocols, especially for consistently touched school surface areas. I have insisted that all school 
classrooms be equipped with the necessary cleaning products to support in the cleaning effort. 
Also, hand sanitizing stations are being checked and replenished, where needed, with product to 
assist in the cleaning of hands when washing of hands is unavailable. 

Coronavirus sounds scary, and it is because there currently is no vaccine for it or any universally 
accepted treatment. The good news, once again, is we have no cases of coronavirus in Missoula 
or at Hellgate Elementary. We may never have a coronavirus case. But, I want you to know that 
the school district is working to position itself to continue to provide an educational opp01iunity 
for your child in the remote likelihood that, due to a coronavirus case developing, the school 
district needs to close and move to a tele-school model. 

Have a wonderful evening. 


